Sponsorship

(Excerpts taken from the Booklet: Sponsorship by Richard and Janine Gilmore)

Sponsorship: Is one who takes responsibility for another, 

Suffix- Ship:  refers to the skill involved in the activity.

· Sponsorship requires:


· Prayer

· Commit the process to God

· Empty ourselves so that we can be filled with God’s instructions, God’s timing and God’s person for us to sponsor. 

· Openness to God 

· (Ps 119:18; Ps 78:1; Isa 28:3; Jer 11:7; Matt 13:9; Jer. 42:6)

· Being Open to God means we Listen, listen to God and His Instruction.

· Calling by Name

· God calls EACH person by name (Noah, Abraham, Samuel, Esther, etc.)

· Undergirds the whole weekend with sacrificial love on behalf of each pilgrim.

· Jesus Called EACH disciple by name, he did not issue a general call for volunteers

· Whom should I sponsor?

· Unwise sponsorship includes: 

· Not taking into consideration the comfort level of each pilgrim This may extend to beliefs of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit that differ from Traditional Christian beliefs of the HOLY TRINITY. 

· Emmaus is designed to foster the Christian Community, not a place of theological or religious debates, so it is unwise to sponsor those who differ doctrinally from the basic doctrine espouse by the Walk to Emmaus.

· Not taking into consideration that some beliefs of the tenets of Christian faith, these persons may become disruptive, or silent and withdrawn.  REMEMBER EMMAUS IS NOT FOR EVERYONE!

· Not taking into consideration of specific dietary restrictions and Sabbath celebrations that Emmaus cannot provide.  Because we RESPECT their traditions we DO NOT sponsor persons from such groups.

· It is unwise to sponsor someone who has recently lost a job, or a loved one or someone who is in substance abuse situations (At least not at this time, wait until it is God’s time)

· It is unwise sponsor “soap boxers” or “church hoppers.” 

· Wise sponsorship includes:

· Consider those who are committed to living a life that is pleasing to God

· Those who want to grow and increase their knowledge and understanding of God and God’s will.

· Church leaders (those who actively participates in the ministry of the local church)

· Authenticators  (James 1:19) give prayerful, careful and fair consideration to ideas, listen more than speak, and pursues God’s calling.

· Servants (Mark 10:43-45) put discipleship into action.

· Those who are seeking their service role: faithful attendees, dependable persons of many talents and gifts who seem to be searching for a place to serve.

· Responsibilities of the sponsor:

· Before the walk:


· Spend concentrated time in prayer

· Have God lead you to the person to sponsor

· Spend time with God, devote your prayer time to your pilgrim and yourself to discern the best time to discuss the Walk to Emmaus with your potential pilgrim (and their spouse, if they are married)

· Make an appointment to meet with your potential pilgrim.

· Share some aspects of the walk.

· The pilgrim will be in a group of about 60-70 other persons who come from all walks of life. 

· Give the potential pilgrim an application.

· Refusal from the pilgrim may mean that it is not his or her time that God wants them to attend. 

· BEGIN preparations for the personal Agape letters.  

· Take your pilgrim to the walk site, and help them get settled in.   Remain with them until it is time for sponsors hour.  This is the time you have to pray for your pilgrims Cross and place it on the Large Cross.  

· Your next responsibility is to remain in prayer for your pilgrim during the weekend.   And to take care of things at their home

· ATTEND CANDLELIGHT and ATTEND CLOSING, take your pilgrim home after closing. 

· Take your pilgrim to Community Gatherings and help them get involved or start a reunion group.

· Teach your pilgrim how to be a good sponsor. Good sponsorship can last more than one year

· Questions and answers about sponsorship:
· How many pilgrims should I sponsor on any one event? The simple answer is ONE.  It is a nurturing, time consuming activity and adding someone else may compromise the ability to being a good sponsor.
· How soon can I sponsor someone?   It is advised that the pilgrim wait about a year before sponsoring someone, this gives the pilgrim plenty of time to learn more about the Emmaus Movement and to be able to participate in Functions.

· Can I sponsor someone in another community? (This needs to be addressed by answering the following question.) 


1. Will you be able to handle ALL the Sponsor duties? (Remember there are many) (In all likelihood the answer will be no) But there is a solution, get a co sponsor for the pilgrim, so you can handle all the pre-walk arrangements, and the co-sponsor can handle the activities during the walk and after the walk. 

· What about personal agape letters and Gifts? The goal is to have about 12 letters for a pilgrim. What happens if you (the sponsor) receives more than that?  Because it is not part of the model, God does not have Favorites, and so if a sponsor gives a gift to their pilgrim but not to the rest of the pilgrims, they are singled out and short circuits the message of God’s equal Love.

Agape – In the spirit of Emmaus, please use the name of your Reunion Group or church on Agape.  Please do not use personal names,  photographs of the pilgrim’s family on your agape.  Thank you for your cooperation treating so that all feel equally favored.

