The most important job in Emmaus is SPONSORSHIP.  The aim of sponsorship is to build up the body of Christ.  The job of the sponsor is no less than to offer spiritual revitalization to Christians who will, in turn, bring new life and vision to the work of the church.  Sponsorship is an act of love--for God, for the participants in the Walk, for the Emmaus Community, and for the church.  Sponsorship is the first act of agape.  Being a sponsor results from God's leading.  Will you listen to God to discern who you should sponsor to go on a Walk to Emmaus?  YOU can make a difference.

Sponsorship Info

Good sponsorship is the backbone of an effective Emmaus experience for a pilgrim.  Remember, when you invite someone to attend a Walk to Emmaus weekend, you ask them to trust you, and you accept certain responsibilities for them.  Your pilgrim deserves your best efforts.  May you also find blessings in giving of your time and effort.

· WHO TO  INVITE:  First, pray!  Then consider, is he/she actively attending a church?  Knowing their Christian walk, do you think Emmaus is appropriate for them at this time.  If they are going through temporary emotional strain, would it be best to postpone the invitation for a short time?  Once you have decided to invite someone, PRAY FOR THEM BEFORE YOU APPROACH THEM!  Pray, and be sure of God’s leading before you invite them.  
· TELL THEM ALL ABOUT THE WEEKEND:  Don’t be secretive — don’t even use the word “secret.”  Emmaus has no secrets.  Be open about the talks, table discussions, singing, prayer services, etc.   There are some “surprises” on the Emmaus weekend that enhance the experience.  Ask your pilgrim to trust that you and the team members and God will be taking good care of him/her.  However, if the pilgrim is uncomfortable not knowing all the specific details of the weekend, then tell him/her all the details.  Remember, there are no secrets.

· DISCUSS EMMAUS WITH THEIR SPOUSE:  If your applicant is married, discuss the Walk to Emmaus with the spouse.  Encourage both to attend within a short time of each other.  Have an application form for each so they can apply at the same time if they desire to. 

· WALK FEE AND SCHOLARSHIPS:  Walk fee varies with the site (check the current Walk schedule for current fees).  Please be sure to discuss the Walk fee with your applicant before submitting an application.  In cases of severe financial hardship that would prevent someone from attending a Walk, a scholarship is available (see scholarship information).  Often sponsors, churches, family or friends will pay the fee for a pilgrim as an act of agape.  If a scholarship is needed, contact our Emmaus Community leader for instructions.

· PRINT AND HELP FILL IN THE PILGRIM APPLICATION:  Print the pilgrim application form and Walk Schedule. With your pilgrim, help determine the best time to attend a Walk.  Let your pilgrim fill in the rest of the information applicable to him/her and obtain the signature of their pastor and their Emmaus community leader.  The pilgrim should return the form to you.  Fill in the sponsor info.  Mail in the application and check to the Emmaus Registrar (address is on the application).  Approval usually takes about 2-3 weeks.  You and your pilgrim will receive separate letters from the Emmaus Registrar saying the application has been approved or not approved for the requested Walk dates.
· Want to know more about sponsorship?  Please read Sponsorship Details document.  Lots of great info!


Whom Not to Sponsor

• Anyone who would find the Walk a discomforting experience

- Beliefs about God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit that differ from the traditional Christian belief of the Holy Trinity (The Walk is not a place for theological or religious debate)

- Specific dietary restrictions and Sabbath celebrations that the Emmaus weekend experience cannot provide
• Anyone who is not a member of a church

• Anyone currently involved in emotional distress (death of a loved one, divorce, work downsizing, etc.)

• Anyone with protracted health problems

- Facing surgery or recovering from surgery

- With conditions that won’t allow them to sit for long periods of time
Whom to Sponsor!!!

• Anyone already on a pilgrimage

- Willing to grow and move forward in their journey of faith

- Living a life that is pleasing to God

- Anyone who has a Christian fervor

- Knows God can make a difference in life

- Has an excitement about being a Christian

- A church leader or anyone in the church who is seeking a service role

Thank you and De Colores!!!!
